
Dear Friends,

When you supported ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center as it was built and opened five years ago, 
you said yes to healing and hope. Today, we’re pleased to share the impact your donation continues to 
have in improving the health and well-being of our community. 

Inside, you’ll read how your neighbor Ron James is empowered to live his best life thanks to the care 
provided by ThedaCare staff he calls his angels. You’ll learn how Laura Starfeldt has followed your lead 
in giving to provide comfort and hope to cancer patients and her fellow cancer survivors. And we can 
personally share that your support of our survivorship program and wellness “extras” such as cold caps 
that prevent cancer patient hair loss have significantly impacted many lives.

Because of you, ThedaCare continues to live out our promise to provide individualized, holistic care to 
each and every patient. Thanks to our state-of-the-art facility and equipment, ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center attracts compassionate staff who genuinely care about each and every patient. That 
culture of compassion is made possible because of our environment, which you helped create and 
continue to support. Every day, our patients benefit from your generosity.

Thank you for your unwavering dedication to our patients and their loved ones. We are proud to have 
you as a member of our Foundation Family. 

T H E D A C A R E  R E G I O N A L  C A N C E R  C E N T E R :  
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  F I R S T  F I V E  Y E A R S  ( 2 0 1 6 - 2 0 2 1 )

To make a gift online, visit thedacare.org/donate.
Thank you for your generosity!

You connect 
patients to the 
highest quality of 
cancer care

Courtney Z. Weiland 
Vice President of Philanthropy 
ThedaCare Family of Foundations

Imran A. Andrabi 
President and CEO 
ThedaCare

Our ‘pillars of strength’ 
since Day 1
Donors like you are the foundation, framework, and building 
blocks of ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center.

An abundance of generosity by community members —  
$7 million raised through the ThedaCare Family of Foundations 
CONNECT campaign — supported the opening of the center 
on the Encircle Health Campus in Appleton in February 2016. 
The campaign funded key cancer care resources, services and 
therapies available at the center.

Five years later, donations to the Family of Foundations 
continue to enhance many cancer care programs, including the 
survivorship program, research and clinical trials, and more.

By originally supporting a mission of finding better ways to offer 
holistic care and support for those with cancer and their families, 
donors have been pillars of strength for ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center since the start.

As an example of how ThedaCare turns 
compassionate giving into forward thinking, 
its Cancer Care Research Program is enabling 
patients to have a greater role in advancing care 
and treatment options for themselves and future 
patients. Access to clinical trials offers the potential 
of improving outcomes and contributing to  
scientific progress.

ThedaCare is a partner with Gundersen Health 
System and Marshfield Clinic Health System in the 
Wisconsin National Community Oncology Research 
Program (WiNCORP). The cancer clinical trial network 
is using a $15.6 million, six-year grant awarded by 
the National Cancer Institute in 2019 to advance 
treatment options and research for those living  
with cancer.

“Patients from across the state, including Northeast 
and Central Wisconsin, will be provided greater 
access to cancer care clinical trials,” said Natasha 
Edwin, MD, a hematologist and oncologist at 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center and the 
ThedaCare Cancer Care Research Medical Director.

About 50 clinical trials are open to patients in the 
care of ThedaCare.

Patients who wish to participate in a clinical trial 
should speak with their ThedaCare cancer care 
provider to receive more information or call the 
ThedaCare Cancer Research Department at  
920-364-3604.

Produced by: ThedaCare Family of Foundations Inc., 1818 N. Meade Street, Appleton, WI 54911

You’ve Responded in a Great Time of Need
Our ThedaCare physicians, nurses, and other medical professionals have shown tremendous courage since 
the coronavirus was first diagnosed in the United States in early 2020 to ensure that every patient receives 
the individualized care they need – in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

That has been even more critical for cancer patients, who have been at greater risk from the effects of the 
virus. Our Cancer Care team has shown ingenuity in adapting to the unprecedented.

ThedaCare has used the generous support we receive from friends like you to find new ways to care for our 
patients. With COVID-19 still affecting many in Wisconsin and with many of our family, friends, and neighbors 
still being diagnosed with cancer, we are very grateful to our donors for stepping up in this time of need for 
our Cancer Center programs of research and patient care.

“Anything the community can do to help ease the anxiety around cancer care for patients and their loved 
ones is extremely helpful,” said Dr. Harsha Poola, ThedaCare Cancer Care Medical Director.

Generous Giving Advances 
Treatments for Patients

Your generous 
contributions 
at work
The direct impact of donors with 
ThedaCare Family of Foundations on 
services and programs at ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center in its first  
five years:

•	 Cosmetology	Services:	provide 
wigs, headwear, camisoles, and 
skin and makeup consultations  
for patients

•	 DigniCap	Therapy:	cold-
cap treatment for patients to 
help prevent hair loss during 
chemotherapy

•	 Technology	Investments:	AccuVein 
device used to visualize a patient’s 
veins when placing intravenous 
lines (IVs), eliminating extra needle 
sticks and pokes

•	 Research:	provide support for 
investments in research, including 
TMIST screening trial freezers, green 
boxes, and more

•	 Transportation:	provide funding 
for patients to be taken to and  
from treatments

•	 Continuing	Education:		
nursing education for in-patient 
oncology nurses

•	 Flowers:	weekly delivery of fresh 
flowers to the RCC for patients and 
their families to enjoy

•	 Capes	of	Hope:	provide fleece 
capes to patients for comfort  
and warmth as they receive 
radiation treatment

•	 Nourishment:	support and help 
improve the overall health of 
patients with a meal while going 
through treatment

“Having a high quality of cancer care 
close to home makes ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center an asset to our 
community. During a time of immense 
fear in my life, I felt comforted, 
respected, and supported.”

— Katie Keegan, cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center By the Numbers

250
Employees

9,600
Patients in Survivorship 

Services Program

50
Current Trials

850
Annual Cosmetology 

Services

10,000
Patients Annually

8,500
Patients with New 
Cancer Diagnosis
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A generous gift helped start it all. With continued support from donors 
like you, High Hopes Salon inside ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center has 
been raising the hopes of and putting smiles on the faces of thousands 
of cancer patients during their challenging journey.

As a source of comfort for women going through cancer treatments, 
High Hopes Salon provides fittings for wigs, garments for mastectomy 
services, DigniCap scalp-cooling therapy to reduce hair loss, and other 
cosmetology services in a private salon environment.

“With the pampering touch our patients receive at High Hopes Salon, 
we can offer relaxation, inspire them, and remind them of their natural 
beauty that is already there,” said Lisa Kellnhauser, who directs High 
Hopes Salon as the ThedaCare Coordinator of Cosmetology Services.

A $10,000 gift from the Patricia Ann High Cancer Fund to honor the 
memory of the fund’s namesake, who passed after battling terminal 
cancer for 11 months, supported the launch of the High Hopes Salon at 
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Appleton in 2012.

High Hopes Salon was moved to the Regional Cancer Center when it 
opened in 2016. Donor gifts keep the out-of-pocket costs very minimal 
for patients who are being supported and comforted at the salon.

“The salon is all about building confidence in patients,” Kellnhauser said.

You Enhance the Confidence of Patients

You Provide Comfort and Hope

You Help Others Live Their Best Lives

ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center: 
Celebrating the First Five 
Years of Patient Care

ThedaCare breaks ground in 
February on its new regional 
cancer center in Appleton. The 
Boldt Company will construct the 
84,000-square-foot facility, which 
will serve as the home base for the 
ThedaCare Cancer Care program.

ThedaCare Family of Foundations 
launches the CONNECT capital campaign 
with a goal of raising $7 million to 
support the $44 million construction of 
the cancer center. A $1 million lead gift 
from The Boldt Company and Family 
sets the pace for generous community 
support of the project.

ThedaCare expands its 
comprehensive cancer 
care program by opening 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center on the Encircle Health 
Campus in Appleton on Feb. 1.

ThedaCare acquires Fox Valley 
Hematology and Oncology, 
expanding access for patients 
and families throughout 
Northeast Wisconsin to 
expert cancer care.

2015 2016 2018 2019 2020 2021

ThedaCare relocates survivorship 
bell from Fox Valley Hematology and 
Oncology to ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center. A new annual event 
to celebrate local cancer survivors 
and their families on National Cancer 
Survivors Day in June is launched with 
a ceremony and a dinner celebration.

DigniCap treatments for reducing 
hair loss for cancer patients during 
chemotherapy are expanded from 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
to the ThedaCare Cancer Care clinic 
in Neenah.

ThedaCare expands 
robotic radiotherapy 
options for patients 
in cancer treatment 
by installing the new 
CyberKnife S7 System.

ThedaCare celebrates in 
February the five-year 
anniversary of ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center.

The Commission on 
Cancer (CoC), a quality 
program of the American 
College of Surgeons 
(ACS), grants three-
year accreditation to 
the ThedaCare cancer 
program.

ThedaCare Cancer 
Care launches 
work to develop 
and complete four 
new Tumor Site-
Specific Centers of 
Excellence (CoE).

National Accreditation 
of Breast Programs, a 
quality program of the 
ACS, grants three-year 
accreditation to the 
ThedaCare breast 
program.

“There are a lot more caring 
people in the world than 
you think. The support from 
donors is incredible.”

— Ron James,  
 cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Live for today, not tomorrow. That’s the way Ron 
James of Shiocton approaches life. Being diagnosed 
with cancer in March 2020 affirmed his mission to live 
life to the fullest. 

An avid fisherman and hunter, Ron’s diagnosis came 
a few months before one of his elk hunting trips out 
West, a trip the ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
team encouraged him to keep.

“I got my first elk with the bow on that trip,” Ron said. 
“That was special knowing I would be sitting in the 
radiation chair the following week.”

Walking into the clinic on his return was scary, but 
ThedaCare team members quickly made him feel at 
ease, like family. Ron calls them his angels.

“The staff is absolutely fantastic,” he said. “They treat 
you like gold. I didn’t have a bad experience, even 
though it was during the pandemic.” 

Being the kind of guy who wants to look at cattails 
rather than buildings, Ron appreciated how his 
treatment room at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
faces wetlands where he could watch nature, ducks 
coming and going. Thanks to donors like you, that 
level of comfort helped Ron get through the lows 
of his life-altering diagnosis. He credits donors for 
ensuring everyone is treated well no matter what, in 
the best environment.

As for the future, Ron anticipates more trips, 
especially out West. His must-see destination: “The 
top of every mountain.”

For Laura Starfield, 2016 started with many exciting 
milestones. A new job as a longtime nurse. Newly 
married. Active as ever as an avid runner and golfer. 
High hopes of having another child.

Emotions took a fearful turn when Laura was 
diagnosed with breast cancer just a few weeks 
before Christmas, while going through in vitro 
fertilization. The following weeks were filled with 
questions, tears and prayers, as well as hopeful 
encouragement from her medical specialists.

Thanks to the expert and comforting care she 
received as a patient at ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center (RCC) the following year, Laura is back to 
doing what she loves: working to help others, 
being a wife, staying active outdoors … and best 
of all, being a mother to now two sons as she and 

husband Brian call 3-year-old Bennett “our little 
miracle child.”

“I consider myself to be very lucky,” said Laura, who 
survived Stage 3 cancer. “Each year, I try to get 
better and better.”

And when Laura completed her last of 24 chemo 
treatments on May 25, 2017, she rang for the first 
and only time the small bell she donated to the 
infusion area at the RCC. It was her way of giving 
thanks to the ThedaCare Cancer Care team and 
RCC donors as well as providing a lasting symbol of 
hope and encouragement for fellow patients and 
survivors.

“I just wanted it to be something to make a 
difference,” Laura said.

You Support a  
Culture of Dedication
One thing Michael E. Ray, MD, Ph.D., a radiation oncologist 
at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center, hears from patients 
on a daily basis is how much they appreciate every smiling 
team member they encounter throughout their care 
journey. He describes this as unique. 

“I’ve seen and worked at several other hospital systems  
and cancer centers, including some of the most prestigious academic centers in the country,” Dr. Ray said. “In 
my 14 years with ThedaCare, the high levels of excellence and compassion from the whole staff at ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center are what make it a joy to practice here.”

One example of staff dedication is the big bell outside the center, where patients celebrate milestones on their 
cancer journey by ringing the bell. Whenever a patient reaches a milestone, such as completion of treatment, a 
notification is shared on the intercom at the center. Team members run out to share the heartwarming moment 
with the patient. 

“Even when people are really busy, they make every effort to put on their jacket, gather around the bell and 
help that family celebrate,” Dr. Ray said. “It’s an uplifting tradition.” 

The generosity of donors like you continues to make ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center an extraordinary place 
to work, helping retain the best employees. Cancer is something that can happen to every family. Bolstered by 
donations, the cancer center is a resource that’s always ready to serve with excellence and compassion. 

“It’s a wonderful place to be cared for as a patient,” Dr. Ray said. “I treat everyone I see as if they’re my loved one. I 
think our entire staff exemplifies that value.”

Impact of High 
Hopes Salon
Annual number of 
patients who have 
received services at the 
salon from 2014-2020:

2014 . . . . . .535
2015 . . . . . .478
2016 . . . . . .648
2017 . . . . . .664
2018 . . . . . .772
2019 . . . . . .827
2020 . . . . . .781

TOTAL . . .4,705

“For me, Lisa at High Hopes Salon 
and the donors that fund the costs 
for patient treatments are bright 
spots in a bunch of cloudy ones.”

— Kathy Gertz , cancer survivor  
 treated at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Dr. Michael Ray, radiation oncologist at 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

Dana Eisenreich, left, and Kristin Geiger Petersen, 
radiation therapists at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

“There’s a very special group of people 
who work here, that’s for sure. Everyone 
is so compassionate from the moment 
you walk in.”

— Laura Starfeldt, cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center
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Hopes Salon as the ThedaCare Coordinator of Cosmetology Services.

A $10,000 gift from the Patricia Ann High Cancer Fund to honor the 
memory of the fund’s namesake, who passed after battling terminal 
cancer for 11 months, supported the launch of the High Hopes Salon at 
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Appleton in 2012.

High Hopes Salon was moved to the Regional Cancer Center when it 
opened in 2016. Donor gifts keep the out-of-pocket costs very minimal 
for patients who are being supported and comforted at the salon.

“The salon is all about building confidence in patients,” Kellnhauser said.

You Enhance the Confidence of Patients

You Provide Comfort and Hope

You Help Others Live Their Best Lives

ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center: 
Celebrating the First Five 
Years of Patient Care

ThedaCare breaks ground in 
February on its new regional 
cancer center in Appleton. The 
Boldt Company will construct the 
84,000-square-foot facility, which 
will serve as the home base for the 
ThedaCare Cancer Care program.

ThedaCare Family of Foundations 
launches the CONNECT capital campaign 
with a goal of raising $7 million to 
support the $44 million construction of 
the cancer center. A $1 million lead gift 
from The Boldt Company and Family 
sets the pace for generous community 
support of the project.

ThedaCare expands its 
comprehensive cancer 
care program by opening 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center on the Encircle Health 
Campus in Appleton on Feb. 1.

ThedaCare acquires Fox Valley 
Hematology and Oncology, 
expanding access for patients 
and families throughout 
Northeast Wisconsin to 
expert cancer care.
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ThedaCare relocates survivorship 
bell from Fox Valley Hematology and 
Oncology to ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center. A new annual event 
to celebrate local cancer survivors 
and their families on National Cancer 
Survivors Day in June is launched with 
a ceremony and a dinner celebration.

DigniCap treatments for reducing 
hair loss for cancer patients during 
chemotherapy are expanded from 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
to the ThedaCare Cancer Care clinic 
in Neenah.

ThedaCare expands 
robotic radiotherapy 
options for patients 
in cancer treatment 
by installing the new 
CyberKnife S7 System.

ThedaCare celebrates in 
February the five-year 
anniversary of ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center.

The Commission on 
Cancer (CoC), a quality 
program of the American 
College of Surgeons 
(ACS), grants three-
year accreditation to 
the ThedaCare cancer 
program.

ThedaCare Cancer 
Care launches 
work to develop 
and complete four 
new Tumor Site-
Specific Centers of 
Excellence (CoE).

National Accreditation 
of Breast Programs, a 
quality program of the 
ACS, grants three-year 
accreditation to the 
ThedaCare breast 
program.

“There are a lot more caring 
people in the world than 
you think. The support from 
donors is incredible.”

— Ron James,  
 cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Live for today, not tomorrow. That’s the way Ron 
James of Shiocton approaches life. Being diagnosed 
with cancer in March 2020 affirmed his mission to live 
life to the fullest. 

An avid fisherman and hunter, Ron’s diagnosis came 
a few months before one of his elk hunting trips out 
West, a trip the ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
team encouraged him to keep.

“I got my first elk with the bow on that trip,” Ron said. 
“That was special knowing I would be sitting in the 
radiation chair the following week.”

Walking into the clinic on his return was scary, but 
ThedaCare team members quickly made him feel at 
ease, like family. Ron calls them his angels.

“The staff is absolutely fantastic,” he said. “They treat 
you like gold. I didn’t have a bad experience, even 
though it was during the pandemic.” 

Being the kind of guy who wants to look at cattails 
rather than buildings, Ron appreciated how his 
treatment room at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
faces wetlands where he could watch nature, ducks 
coming and going. Thanks to donors like you, that 
level of comfort helped Ron get through the lows 
of his life-altering diagnosis. He credits donors for 
ensuring everyone is treated well no matter what, in 
the best environment.

As for the future, Ron anticipates more trips, 
especially out West. His must-see destination: “The 
top of every mountain.”

For Laura Starfield, 2016 started with many exciting 
milestones. A new job as a longtime nurse. Newly 
married. Active as ever as an avid runner and golfer. 
High hopes of having another child.

Emotions took a fearful turn when Laura was 
diagnosed with breast cancer just a few weeks 
before Christmas, while going through in vitro 
fertilization. The following weeks were filled with 
questions, tears and prayers, as well as hopeful 
encouragement from her medical specialists.

Thanks to the expert and comforting care she 
received as a patient at ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center (RCC) the following year, Laura is back to 
doing what she loves: working to help others, 
being a wife, staying active outdoors … and best 
of all, being a mother to now two sons as she and 

husband Brian call 3-year-old Bennett “our little 
miracle child.”

“I consider myself to be very lucky,” said Laura, who 
survived Stage 3 cancer. “Each year, I try to get 
better and better.”

And when Laura completed her last of 24 chemo 
treatments on May 25, 2017, she rang for the first 
and only time the small bell she donated to the 
infusion area at the RCC. It was her way of giving 
thanks to the ThedaCare Cancer Care team and 
RCC donors as well as providing a lasting symbol of 
hope and encouragement for fellow patients and 
survivors.

“I just wanted it to be something to make a 
difference,” Laura said.

You Support a  
Culture of Dedication
One thing Michael E. Ray, MD, Ph.D., a radiation oncologist 
at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center, hears from patients 
on a daily basis is how much they appreciate every smiling 
team member they encounter throughout their care 
journey. He describes this as unique. 

“I’ve seen and worked at several other hospital systems  
and cancer centers, including some of the most prestigious academic centers in the country,” Dr. Ray said. “In 
my 14 years with ThedaCare, the high levels of excellence and compassion from the whole staff at ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center are what make it a joy to practice here.”

One example of staff dedication is the big bell outside the center, where patients celebrate milestones on their 
cancer journey by ringing the bell. Whenever a patient reaches a milestone, such as completion of treatment, a 
notification is shared on the intercom at the center. Team members run out to share the heartwarming moment 
with the patient. 

“Even when people are really busy, they make every effort to put on their jacket, gather around the bell and 
help that family celebrate,” Dr. Ray said. “It’s an uplifting tradition.” 

The generosity of donors like you continues to make ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center an extraordinary place 
to work, helping retain the best employees. Cancer is something that can happen to every family. Bolstered by 
donations, the cancer center is a resource that’s always ready to serve with excellence and compassion. 

“It’s a wonderful place to be cared for as a patient,” Dr. Ray said. “I treat everyone I see as if they’re my loved one. I 
think our entire staff exemplifies that value.”

Impact of High 
Hopes Salon
Annual number of 
patients who have 
received services at the 
salon from 2014-2020:

2014 . . . . . .535
2015 . . . . . .478
2016 . . . . . .648
2017 . . . . . .664
2018 . . . . . .772
2019 . . . . . .827
2020 . . . . . .781

TOTAL . . .4,705

“For me, Lisa at High Hopes Salon 
and the donors that fund the costs 
for patient treatments are bright 
spots in a bunch of cloudy ones.”

— Kathy Gertz , cancer survivor  
 treated at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Dr. Michael Ray, radiation oncologist at 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

Dana Eisenreich, left, and Kristin Geiger Petersen, 
radiation therapists at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

“There’s a very special group of people 
who work here, that’s for sure. Everyone 
is so compassionate from the moment 
you walk in.”

— Laura Starfeldt, cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center
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A generous gift helped start it all. With continued support from donors 
like you, High Hopes Salon inside ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center has 
been raising the hopes of and putting smiles on the faces of thousands 
of cancer patients during their challenging journey.

As a source of comfort for women going through cancer treatments, 
High Hopes Salon provides fittings for wigs, garments for mastectomy 
services, DigniCap scalp-cooling therapy to reduce hair loss, and other 
cosmetology services in a private salon environment.

“With the pampering touch our patients receive at High Hopes Salon, 
we can offer relaxation, inspire them, and remind them of their natural 
beauty that is already there,” said Lisa Kellnhauser, who directs High 
Hopes Salon as the ThedaCare Coordinator of Cosmetology Services.

A $10,000 gift from the Patricia Ann High Cancer Fund to honor the 
memory of the fund’s namesake, who passed after battling terminal 
cancer for 11 months, supported the launch of the High Hopes Salon at 
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Appleton in 2012.

High Hopes Salon was moved to the Regional Cancer Center when it 
opened in 2016. Donor gifts keep the out-of-pocket costs very minimal 
for patients who are being supported and comforted at the salon.

“The salon is all about building confidence in patients,” Kellnhauser said.

You Enhance the Confidence of Patients

You Provide Comfort and Hope

You Help Others Live Their Best Lives

ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center: 
Celebrating the First Five 
Years of Patient Care

ThedaCare breaks ground in 
February on its new regional 
cancer center in Appleton. The 
Boldt Company will construct the 
84,000-square-foot facility, which 
will serve as the home base for the 
ThedaCare Cancer Care program.

ThedaCare Family of Foundations 
launches the CONNECT capital campaign 
with a goal of raising $7 million to 
support the $44 million construction of 
the cancer center. A $1 million lead gift 
from The Boldt Company and Family 
sets the pace for generous community 
support of the project.

ThedaCare expands its 
comprehensive cancer 
care program by opening 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center on the Encircle Health 
Campus in Appleton on Feb. 1.

ThedaCare acquires Fox Valley 
Hematology and Oncology, 
expanding access for patients 
and families throughout 
Northeast Wisconsin to 
expert cancer care.
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ThedaCare relocates survivorship 
bell from Fox Valley Hematology and 
Oncology to ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center. A new annual event 
to celebrate local cancer survivors 
and their families on National Cancer 
Survivors Day in June is launched with 
a ceremony and a dinner celebration.

DigniCap treatments for reducing 
hair loss for cancer patients during 
chemotherapy are expanded from 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
to the ThedaCare Cancer Care clinic 
in Neenah.

ThedaCare expands 
robotic radiotherapy 
options for patients 
in cancer treatment 
by installing the new 
CyberKnife S7 System.

ThedaCare celebrates in 
February the five-year 
anniversary of ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center.

The Commission on 
Cancer (CoC), a quality 
program of the American 
College of Surgeons 
(ACS), grants three-
year accreditation to 
the ThedaCare cancer 
program.

ThedaCare Cancer 
Care launches 
work to develop 
and complete four 
new Tumor Site-
Specific Centers of 
Excellence (CoE).

National Accreditation 
of Breast Programs, a 
quality program of the 
ACS, grants three-year 
accreditation to the 
ThedaCare breast 
program.

“There are a lot more caring 
people in the world than 
you think. The support from 
donors is incredible.”

— Ron James,  
 cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Live for today, not tomorrow. That’s the way Ron 
James of Shiocton approaches life. Being diagnosed 
with cancer in March 2020 affirmed his mission to live 
life to the fullest. 

An avid fisherman and hunter, Ron’s diagnosis came 
a few months before one of his elk hunting trips out 
West, a trip the ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
team encouraged him to keep.

“I got my first elk with the bow on that trip,” Ron said. 
“That was special knowing I would be sitting in the 
radiation chair the following week.”

Walking into the clinic on his return was scary, but 
ThedaCare team members quickly made him feel at 
ease, like family. Ron calls them his angels.

“The staff is absolutely fantastic,” he said. “They treat 
you like gold. I didn’t have a bad experience, even 
though it was during the pandemic.” 

Being the kind of guy who wants to look at cattails 
rather than buildings, Ron appreciated how his 
treatment room at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
faces wetlands where he could watch nature, ducks 
coming and going. Thanks to donors like you, that 
level of comfort helped Ron get through the lows 
of his life-altering diagnosis. He credits donors for 
ensuring everyone is treated well no matter what, in 
the best environment.

As for the future, Ron anticipates more trips, 
especially out West. His must-see destination: “The 
top of every mountain.”

For Laura Starfield, 2016 started with many exciting 
milestones. A new job as a longtime nurse. Newly 
married. Active as ever as an avid runner and golfer. 
High hopes of having another child.

Emotions took a fearful turn when Laura was 
diagnosed with breast cancer just a few weeks 
before Christmas, while going through in vitro 
fertilization. The following weeks were filled with 
questions, tears and prayers, as well as hopeful 
encouragement from her medical specialists.

Thanks to the expert and comforting care she 
received as a patient at ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center (RCC) the following year, Laura is back to 
doing what she loves: working to help others, 
being a wife, staying active outdoors … and best 
of all, being a mother to now two sons as she and 

husband Brian call 3-year-old Bennett “our little 
miracle child.”

“I consider myself to be very lucky,” said Laura, who 
survived Stage 3 cancer. “Each year, I try to get 
better and better.”

And when Laura completed her last of 24 chemo 
treatments on May 25, 2017, she rang for the first 
and only time the small bell she donated to the 
infusion area at the RCC. It was her way of giving 
thanks to the ThedaCare Cancer Care team and 
RCC donors as well as providing a lasting symbol of 
hope and encouragement for fellow patients and 
survivors.

“I just wanted it to be something to make a 
difference,” Laura said.

You Support a  
Culture of Dedication
One thing Michael E. Ray, MD, Ph.D., a radiation oncologist 
at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center, hears from patients 
on a daily basis is how much they appreciate every smiling 
team member they encounter throughout their care 
journey. He describes this as unique. 

“I’ve seen and worked at several other hospital systems  
and cancer centers, including some of the most prestigious academic centers in the country,” Dr. Ray said. “In 
my 14 years with ThedaCare, the high levels of excellence and compassion from the whole staff at ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center are what make it a joy to practice here.”

One example of staff dedication is the big bell outside the center, where patients celebrate milestones on their 
cancer journey by ringing the bell. Whenever a patient reaches a milestone, such as completion of treatment, a 
notification is shared on the intercom at the center. Team members run out to share the heartwarming moment 
with the patient. 

“Even when people are really busy, they make every effort to put on their jacket, gather around the bell and 
help that family celebrate,” Dr. Ray said. “It’s an uplifting tradition.” 

The generosity of donors like you continues to make ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center an extraordinary place 
to work, helping retain the best employees. Cancer is something that can happen to every family. Bolstered by 
donations, the cancer center is a resource that’s always ready to serve with excellence and compassion. 

“It’s a wonderful place to be cared for as a patient,” Dr. Ray said. “I treat everyone I see as if they’re my loved one. I 
think our entire staff exemplifies that value.”

Impact of High 
Hopes Salon
Annual number of 
patients who have 
received services at the 
salon from 2014-2020:

2014 . . . . . .535
2015 . . . . . .478
2016 . . . . . .648
2017 . . . . . .664
2018 . . . . . .772
2019 . . . . . .827
2020 . . . . . .781

TOTAL . . .4,705

“For me, Lisa at High Hopes Salon 
and the donors that fund the costs 
for patient treatments are bright 
spots in a bunch of cloudy ones.”

— Kathy Gertz , cancer survivor  
 treated at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Dr. Michael Ray, radiation oncologist at 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

Dana Eisenreich, left, and Kristin Geiger Petersen, 
radiation therapists at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

“There’s a very special group of people 
who work here, that’s for sure. Everyone 
is so compassionate from the moment 
you walk in.”

— Laura Starfeldt, cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center
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A generous gift helped start it all. With continued support from donors 
like you, High Hopes Salon inside ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center has 
been raising the hopes of and putting smiles on the faces of thousands 
of cancer patients during their challenging journey.

As a source of comfort for women going through cancer treatments, 
High Hopes Salon provides fittings for wigs, garments for mastectomy 
services, DigniCap scalp-cooling therapy to reduce hair loss, and other 
cosmetology services in a private salon environment.

“With the pampering touch our patients receive at High Hopes Salon, 
we can offer relaxation, inspire them, and remind them of their natural 
beauty that is already there,” said Lisa Kellnhauser, who directs High 
Hopes Salon as the ThedaCare Coordinator of Cosmetology Services.

A $10,000 gift from the Patricia Ann High Cancer Fund to honor the 
memory of the fund’s namesake, who passed after battling terminal 
cancer for 11 months, supported the launch of the High Hopes Salon at 
ThedaCare Regional Medical Center-Appleton in 2012.

High Hopes Salon was moved to the Regional Cancer Center when it 
opened in 2016. Donor gifts keep the out-of-pocket costs very minimal 
for patients who are being supported and comforted at the salon.

“The salon is all about building confidence in patients,” Kellnhauser said.

You Enhance the Confidence of Patients

You Provide Comfort and Hope

You Help Others Live Their Best Lives

ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center: 
Celebrating the First Five 
Years of Patient Care

ThedaCare breaks ground in 
February on its new regional 
cancer center in Appleton. The 
Boldt Company will construct the 
84,000-square-foot facility, which 
will serve as the home base for the 
ThedaCare Cancer Care program.

ThedaCare Family of Foundations 
launches the CONNECT capital campaign 
with a goal of raising $7 million to 
support the $44 million construction of 
the cancer center. A $1 million lead gift 
from The Boldt Company and Family 
sets the pace for generous community 
support of the project.

ThedaCare expands its 
comprehensive cancer 
care program by opening 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center on the Encircle Health 
Campus in Appleton on Feb. 1.

ThedaCare acquires Fox Valley 
Hematology and Oncology, 
expanding access for patients 
and families throughout 
Northeast Wisconsin to 
expert cancer care.
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ThedaCare relocates survivorship 
bell from Fox Valley Hematology and 
Oncology to ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center. A new annual event 
to celebrate local cancer survivors 
and their families on National Cancer 
Survivors Day in June is launched with 
a ceremony and a dinner celebration.

DigniCap treatments for reducing 
hair loss for cancer patients during 
chemotherapy are expanded from 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
to the ThedaCare Cancer Care clinic 
in Neenah.

ThedaCare expands 
robotic radiotherapy 
options for patients 
in cancer treatment 
by installing the new 
CyberKnife S7 System.

ThedaCare celebrates in 
February the five-year 
anniversary of ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center.

The Commission on 
Cancer (CoC), a quality 
program of the American 
College of Surgeons 
(ACS), grants three-
year accreditation to 
the ThedaCare cancer 
program.

ThedaCare Cancer 
Care launches 
work to develop 
and complete four 
new Tumor Site-
Specific Centers of 
Excellence (CoE).

National Accreditation 
of Breast Programs, a 
quality program of the 
ACS, grants three-year 
accreditation to the 
ThedaCare breast 
program.

“There are a lot more caring 
people in the world than 
you think. The support from 
donors is incredible.”

— Ron James,  
 cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Live for today, not tomorrow. That’s the way Ron 
James of Shiocton approaches life. Being diagnosed 
with cancer in March 2020 affirmed his mission to live 
life to the fullest. 

An avid fisherman and hunter, Ron’s diagnosis came 
a few months before one of his elk hunting trips out 
West, a trip the ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
team encouraged him to keep.

“I got my first elk with the bow on that trip,” Ron said. 
“That was special knowing I would be sitting in the 
radiation chair the following week.”

Walking into the clinic on his return was scary, but 
ThedaCare team members quickly made him feel at 
ease, like family. Ron calls them his angels.

“The staff is absolutely fantastic,” he said. “They treat 
you like gold. I didn’t have a bad experience, even 
though it was during the pandemic.” 

Being the kind of guy who wants to look at cattails 
rather than buildings, Ron appreciated how his 
treatment room at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center 
faces wetlands where he could watch nature, ducks 
coming and going. Thanks to donors like you, that 
level of comfort helped Ron get through the lows 
of his life-altering diagnosis. He credits donors for 
ensuring everyone is treated well no matter what, in 
the best environment.

As for the future, Ron anticipates more trips, 
especially out West. His must-see destination: “The 
top of every mountain.”

For Laura Starfield, 2016 started with many exciting 
milestones. A new job as a longtime nurse. Newly 
married. Active as ever as an avid runner and golfer. 
High hopes of having another child.

Emotions took a fearful turn when Laura was 
diagnosed with breast cancer just a few weeks 
before Christmas, while going through in vitro 
fertilization. The following weeks were filled with 
questions, tears and prayers, as well as hopeful 
encouragement from her medical specialists.

Thanks to the expert and comforting care she 
received as a patient at ThedaCare Regional Cancer 
Center (RCC) the following year, Laura is back to 
doing what she loves: working to help others, 
being a wife, staying active outdoors … and best 
of all, being a mother to now two sons as she and 

husband Brian call 3-year-old Bennett “our little 
miracle child.”

“I consider myself to be very lucky,” said Laura, who 
survived Stage 3 cancer. “Each year, I try to get 
better and better.”

And when Laura completed her last of 24 chemo 
treatments on May 25, 2017, she rang for the first 
and only time the small bell she donated to the 
infusion area at the RCC. It was her way of giving 
thanks to the ThedaCare Cancer Care team and 
RCC donors as well as providing a lasting symbol of 
hope and encouragement for fellow patients and 
survivors.

“I just wanted it to be something to make a 
difference,” Laura said.

You Support a  
Culture of Dedication
One thing Michael E. Ray, MD, Ph.D., a radiation oncologist 
at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center, hears from patients 
on a daily basis is how much they appreciate every smiling 
team member they encounter throughout their care 
journey. He describes this as unique. 

“I’ve seen and worked at several other hospital systems  
and cancer centers, including some of the most prestigious academic centers in the country,” Dr. Ray said. “In 
my 14 years with ThedaCare, the high levels of excellence and compassion from the whole staff at ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center are what make it a joy to practice here.”

One example of staff dedication is the big bell outside the center, where patients celebrate milestones on their 
cancer journey by ringing the bell. Whenever a patient reaches a milestone, such as completion of treatment, a 
notification is shared on the intercom at the center. Team members run out to share the heartwarming moment 
with the patient. 

“Even when people are really busy, they make every effort to put on their jacket, gather around the bell and 
help that family celebrate,” Dr. Ray said. “It’s an uplifting tradition.” 

The generosity of donors like you continues to make ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center an extraordinary place 
to work, helping retain the best employees. Cancer is something that can happen to every family. Bolstered by 
donations, the cancer center is a resource that’s always ready to serve with excellence and compassion. 

“It’s a wonderful place to be cared for as a patient,” Dr. Ray said. “I treat everyone I see as if they’re my loved one. I 
think our entire staff exemplifies that value.”

Impact of High 
Hopes Salon
Annual number of 
patients who have 
received services at the 
salon from 2014-2020:

2014 . . . . . .535
2015 . . . . . .478
2016 . . . . . .648
2017 . . . . . .664
2018 . . . . . .772
2019 . . . . . .827
2020 . . . . . .781

TOTAL . . .4,705

“For me, Lisa at High Hopes Salon 
and the donors that fund the costs 
for patient treatments are bright 
spots in a bunch of cloudy ones.”

— Kathy Gertz , cancer survivor  
 treated at ThedaCare Regional  
 Cancer Center

Dr. Michael Ray, radiation oncologist at 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

Dana Eisenreich, left, and Kristin Geiger Petersen, 
radiation therapists at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

“There’s a very special group of people 
who work here, that’s for sure. Everyone 
is so compassionate from the moment 
you walk in.”

— Laura Starfeldt, cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center
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Dear Friends,

When you supported ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center as it was built and opened five years ago, 
you said yes to healing and hope. Today, we’re pleased to share the impact your donation continues to 
have in improving the health and well-being of our community. 

Inside, you’ll read how your neighbor Ron James is empowered to live his best life thanks to the care 
provided by ThedaCare staff he calls his angels. You’ll learn how Laura Starfeldt has followed your lead 
in giving to provide comfort and hope to cancer patients and her fellow cancer survivors. And we can 
personally share that your support of our survivorship program and wellness “extras” such as cold caps 
that prevent cancer patient hair loss have significantly impacted many lives.

Because of you, ThedaCare continues to live out our promise to provide individualized, holistic care to 
each and every patient. Thanks to our state-of-the-art facility and equipment, ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center attracts compassionate staff who genuinely care about each and every patient. That 
culture of compassion is made possible because of our environment, which you helped create and 
continue to support. Every day, our patients benefit from your generosity.

Thank you for your unwavering dedication to our patients and their loved ones. We are proud to have 
you as a member of our Foundation Family. 

T H E D A C A R E  R E G I O N A L  C A N C E R  C E N T E R :  
C E L E B R A T I N G  T H E  F I R S T  F I V E  Y E A R S  ( 2 0 1 6 - 2 0 2 1 )

To make a gift online, visit thedacare.org/donate.
Thank you for your generosity!

You connect 
patients to the 
highest quality of 
cancer care

Courtney Z. Weiland 
Vice President of Philanthropy 
ThedaCare Family of Foundations

Imran A. Andrabi 
President and CEO 
ThedaCare

Our ‘pillars of strength’ 
since Day 1
Donors like you are the foundation, framework, and building 
blocks of ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center.

An abundance of generosity by community members —  
$7 million raised through the ThedaCare Family of Foundations 
CONNECT campaign — supported the opening of the center 
on the Encircle Health Campus in Appleton in February 2016. 
The campaign funded key cancer care resources, services and 
therapies available at the center.

Five years later, donations to the Family of Foundations 
continue to enhance many cancer care programs, including the 
survivorship program, research and clinical trials, and more.

By originally supporting a mission of finding better ways to offer 
holistic care and support for those with cancer and their families, 
donors have been pillars of strength for ThedaCare Regional 
Cancer Center since the start.

As an example of how ThedaCare turns 
compassionate giving into forward thinking, 
its Cancer Care Research Program is enabling 
patients to have a greater role in advancing care 
and treatment options for themselves and future 
patients. Access to clinical trials offers the potential 
of improving outcomes and contributing to  
scientific progress.

ThedaCare is a partner with Gundersen Health 
System and Marshfield Clinic Health System in the 
Wisconsin National Community Oncology Research 
Program (WiNCORP). The cancer clinical trial network 
is using a $15.6 million, six-year grant awarded by 
the National Cancer Institute in 2019 to advance 
treatment options and research for those living  
with cancer.

“Patients from across the state, including Northeast 
and Central Wisconsin, will be provided greater 
access to cancer care clinical trials,” said Natasha 
Edwin, MD, a hematologist and oncologist at 
ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center and the 
ThedaCare Cancer Care Research Medical Director.

About 50 clinical trials are open to patients in the 
care of ThedaCare.

Patients who wish to participate in a clinical trial 
should speak with their ThedaCare cancer care 
provider to receive more information or call the 
ThedaCare Cancer Research Department at  
920-364-3604.
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You’ve Responded in a Great Time of Need
Our ThedaCare physicians, nurses, and other medical professionals have shown tremendous courage since 
the coronavirus was first diagnosed in the United States in early 2020 to ensure that every patient receives 
the individualized care they need – in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic.

That has been even more critical for cancer patients, who have been at greater risk from the effects of the 
virus. Our Cancer Care team has shown ingenuity in adapting to the unprecedented.

ThedaCare has used the generous support we receive from friends like you to find new ways to care for our 
patients. With COVID-19 still affecting many in Wisconsin and with many of our family, friends, and neighbors 
still being diagnosed with cancer, we are very grateful to our donors for stepping up in this time of need for 
our Cancer Center programs of research and patient care.

“Anything the community can do to help ease the anxiety around cancer care for patients and their loved 
ones is extremely helpful,” said Dr. Harsha Poola, ThedaCare Cancer Care Medical Director.

Generous Giving Advances 
Treatments for Patients

Your generous 
contributions 
at work
The direct impact of donors with 
ThedaCare Family of Foundations on 
services and programs at ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center in its first  
five years:

•	 Cosmetology	Services:	provide 
wigs, headwear, camisoles, and 
skin and makeup consultations  
for patients

•	 DigniCap	Therapy:	cold-
cap treatment for patients to 
help prevent hair loss during 
chemotherapy

•	 Technology	Investments:	AccuVein 
device used to visualize a patient’s 
veins when placing intravenous 
lines (IVs), eliminating extra needle 
sticks and pokes

•	 Research:	provide support for 
investments in research, including 
TMIST screening trial freezers, green 
boxes, and more

•	 Transportation:	provide funding 
for patients to be taken to and  
from treatments

•	 Continuing	Education:		
nursing education for in-patient 
oncology nurses

•	 Flowers:	weekly delivery of fresh 
flowers to the RCC for patients and 
their families to enjoy

•	 Capes	of	Hope:	provide fleece 
capes to patients for comfort  
and warmth as they receive 
radiation treatment

•	 Nourishment:	support and help 
improve the overall health of 
patients with a meal while going 
through treatment

“Having a high quality of cancer care 
close to home makes ThedaCare 
Regional Cancer Center an asset to our 
community. During a time of immense 
fear in my life, I felt comforted, 
respected, and supported.”

— Katie Keegan, cancer survivor treated  
 at ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center

ThedaCare Regional Cancer Center By the Numbers

250
Employees

9,600
Patients in Survivorship 

Services Program

50
Current Trials

850
Annual Cosmetology 

Services

10,000
Patients Annually

8,500
Patients with New 
Cancer Diagnosis
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